Philosophy 341: Contemporary Moral Issues—Fall 2005
Instructor:  Joel Velasco (jdvelasc@wisc.edu)

Class Website: http://philosophy.wisc.edu/velasco/341
Office:  5166 Helen C. White

Phone: 263-0776 (no voice mail)

Office Hours:  Monday and Thursday, 11-noon


I am in my office at other times so feel free to stop by.  Also, I am available by 


appointment (at a mutually agreeable time.)  These office hours are for you, so please 
make use of them.
Class:  9:55 a.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Room:  2131 Humanities 

Course Objectives:
· As a Philosophy Course, this course aims to stimulate critical thinking about your own views as well as the views of others.  Learning how to do philosophy is learning how to analyze arguments—to dissect and evaluate them—and learning the tools and methods of reasoning needed for such an analysis.  
· As a course in Contemporary Moral Issues, we will apply these methods of reasoning to ethical issues currently in the public debate.  You will learn how to think and write analytically about these issues, responding rationally to arguments from the literature and begin to build your own independent arguments.

· As a course that fulfills the University’s Comm-B requirement, this course aims to improve your abilities in speaking, writing, and critical thinking.  As with any Comm-B course, you will have to give a formal presentation, familiarize yourself with library resources, and to generate over thirty pages of writing.

Required Materials:

1. The Elements of Moral Philosophy 4th Edition, (EMP) by James Rachels
2. Social Ethics: Morality and Social Policy 6th edition (SE) eds. Thomas Mappes and Jane 

Zembaty
Both of these books are available at the University Bookstore, and you must get them as soon as possible as reading assignments will begin immediately.

Course Requirements:

We will start the class with a little moral theory and then we will discuss the morality of abortion.  We will then look at two particular moral theories and then discuss capital punishment and animal rights in light of those two theories.  You will have to write a few short response papers as well as longer (4-5) page papers on the above topics.  In addition, you will give a presentation at the end of the class based on your own research of an ethical issue.  We will discuss each assignment in more detail as the class progresses.
